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Waiting for Justice…………. 

Zimbabweans‟ hopes that the judiciary 

authority, which in principle is in charge 
of ensuring that law is respected, the 

innocent are protected and the guilty 
are put behind bars, operates in a non- 

partisan manner remains a pipeline 
dream. On Wednesday 11 April 2012, 

Zimbabweans yet again witnessed trav-
esty of justice when Justice Chinembiri 

Bhunu declined to give a ruling on the 
Glen View 29 submission seeking per-

mission to appeal to the Supreme Court 
for their bail consideration. Justice 

Bhunu remarked that he reserved his 
judgment and will issue it in writing. 

The law gives him two weeks to deliver 

his judgement during which time the 
accused persons remain behind bars 

waiting for justice to prevail.    
 

There is a clear trend of decisions and 
efforts which are bent on frustrating the 

accused and continued incarceration of 
innocent individuals by the courts in co-

horts with the Attorney General‟s office 
and the police in most political cases 

which are currently before the courts. 
Innocent people are constantly abused 

and victimized by the very institutions 
that are obliged to defend them and up-

hold their rights according to the law of 

Zimbabwe.  
 

In May 2011 Commissioner Chihuri de-
clared war against members of the 

„opposition‟ at Inspector Petros Muteve-
dzi funeral. 

 
“The Zimbabwe Republic Police 

shall not, and I repeat, shall not sit 
on its laurels while innocent citi-

zens of this country, 
let alone police offic-

ers, are being deci-
mated by uncouth 

opposition political elements in a 

naïve and imbecilic attempt to make 
our country ungovernable.  Those 

who wish to live by the sword must 
be prepared to die by the sword.”  

 
Putting his words into action the arrest 

of the 29 Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC) –T officials and human 

rights activists followed and was in-
formed by anecdotal evidence coupled 

by harassment and assault of the ac-
cused whilst in detention. While the ac-

tivists, their families and friends impa-
tiently wait for justice to take its course 

since May 2011, they have been sub-

jected to long hearings with no results, 
postponements due to poor health, 

transport problems, flip flopping and 
unpreparedness by the state.  

 
Some of the Glen View 29 confessed be-

hind bars that waiting for the responses 
from the court has become unbearable.  

“Life in prison is getting harder every-
day and it has become unbearable. I 

have learnt that the Zimbabwe justice 
system can criminalize innocent people. 

I miss my son and my family” said Zim-
rights National Coordinator Ms. Cynthia 

Manjoro who is currently held at Chiku-

rubi Maximum Prison.  
 

They further highlighted that the way 
the state was handling the case was not 

even comforting and expressed disap-
pointment over the delays.  

 
“We have each other, I try to play 

the motherly role to all these young 
women but sometimes it’s not 

enough. The courts need to respect 
that a person is innocent until prov-

en guilty,” added Mrs. Kerina Gweshe.  
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On Friday 13 April 2012 the state hypocrisy was further exposed by the release of 

six Shamva police officers on bail by the High Court, who are facing murder charg-
es after they killed a Shamva mineworker in cold blood last month. Ironically the 

same court which denied granting bail to Glen View 29 the same week granted 
US$50 bail each to six police officers who are also facing murder charges. The case 

against the six police officers is much stronger than the one against the 29 yet the 
police officers are treated with kid gloves while the Glen View 29 are treated like 

common criminals. Where is the equality before the law?  
 

While the state is busy persecuting innocent people based on trumped up charges 
the families and victims of Gukurahundi and the 2008 bloody sham elections are 

yet to see justice take its course. It is a tragedy that the judiciary system of Zim-
babwe which is expected to uphold the sacred principles of democracy by ensuring 

equality before the law and ensuring justice and rule of law prevail at any cost is 
the same institution which practices selective application of the law.   

 

According to Veritas Court Watch of 29 March 2012 a disturbing trend has become 
apparent in the judiciary system in which the police or prosecutors revive what 

some lawyers are labelling “archive cases” – criminal cases dating back several 
years but previously dropped by police or prosecutors for various reasons. While 

bringing such cases is legally possible it seems the Attorneys General‟s office 
keeps these cases as weapons to persecute individuals through prosecution. Most 

of these revived cases belong to the state officials from the political parties outside 
that of  ZANU PF and have joined others on the pending list including but not lim-

ited to: 
 

 The recent case of the state vs the 3 Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe 
(MMPZ) staffers Gilbert Mabusa, Fadzai December and Molly Chimhanda whose 

case has also been referred to the Supreme Court for a ruling.  
 

 The 2005 case of the state vs Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) legisla-

tor, Tongai Matutu which was brought up 6 years later in 2011. After success-
fully applying for the case to be referred to the Supreme Court the case cannot 

be set down for hearing until the Supreme Court has received the transcript of 
the proceedings in the Magistrates‟ court.   

 
 The state v The Standard editor Nevanji Madanhire and reporter Patience 

Nyangove (pending hearing in Supreme Court) 
 

 The State v  The Standard  editor Nevanji Madanhire and reporter Nqaba Mat-
shazi (pending hearing in Supreme Court) 

 
 The state v Honourable Lynette Karenyi who is being charged for insulting the 

President contrary to section 33 of the Criminal Law Code  
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The above cases represent only a fraction of the cases where prosecution is being 

used to persecute human rights activists and MDC officials to cow them. It pauses 
the question; will the courts handle these cases with seriousness and according to 

the law of Zimbabwe? Who is going to compensate these prisoners of conscience 
and their families for the time wasted, trauma and emotional and physical damag-

es suffered whilst in prison and from the persecution?  
 

The prolonged persecution of the Glen View 29 and other pro- democracy advo-
cates is a travesty of justice and a clear negation of their right to liberty. The inter-

vention by Chief Justice Chidyausiku, who castigated delayed judgments, should 
recognize the most profound respect for the defense of democratic liberties. Mem-

bers of the bench must ensure that the principle of equality before the law is 
adopted and applied in true letter and spirit to achieve the goals of good govern-

ance, democracy, social justice and the rule of law in the country.  
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TRANSPARENCY IN THE DIAMOND INDUSTRY KEY TO 

REDUCING POVERTY  

Zimbabwe, like many African countries, is endowed with vast natural resources 

which, if well managed, rampant have the potential to unlock financial resources 

needed to combat rampant underdevelopment. With the country currently stand-

ing at 173 out of 187 on the 2011 United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 

Human Development Index (HDI), it is estimated that about 70% of households 

live below the current poverty datum line of US$540. An external debt of over 

US$10billion is crippling the economy and, once regarded as the bread basket of 

Southern Africa, Zimbabwe has become a net food importer and has been reduced 

to the waste basket of Africa. The country has failed to access lines of credit to re-

vive the economy, production remains squeezed while disposable incomes have 

not changed significantly. All this is attributed to years of conflicts, mismanage-

ment and corruption.  

Agriculture was the backbone of the economy for more than two decades and a 

cushion for the poor.  The ill-advised and chaotic land reform program weakened 

the sector adversely affecting the cost of living.  

With the discovery, eight years ago, of what is said to be one of the world‟s larg-

est diamond fields, one would be forgiven for thinking that by now Zimbabwe 

would be on track towards lowering its poverty levels and improving its standings 

on development indices like the HDI and even the Gender-Related Development 

Index (GDI). However, poverty levels are actually on the rise with the gap be-

tween the rich and the poor widening due to poor management and uneven distri-

bution of resources. Meanwhile, the government is pushing more people into pov-

erty by coming up with laws that continue to slice workers‟ and ordinary people‟s 

earnings while no clear policies are enacted to ensure salaries and production in 

industry is improved. This year NSSA announced that contributions will go up from 

3 percent to 4 percent of the insured portion of salary and a rise in the insured 

limit from US$700 to US$1 000. The move will see contributions rocketing from 

the US$12 to US$80.  

 

The diamond mining sector is beleaguered by massive corruption and lootings and 

lack of transparency, security and accountability in how revenue is being man-

aged. The media has carried stories of Zimbabwean diamonds illegally making 
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their way to India. Recently, an Israeli pilot was found in possession of diamonds 

worth over US$2 million at the Harare International Airport. Such reports, coupled 

with those of how some government officials are looting the diamonds to fatten 

their pockets at the expense of the people of Zimbabwe, are indeed worrying and 

leave one to wonder just how much of the proceeds are going into the national 

treasury. 

Revelations made recently, that several top officials, listed as directors in a dia-

mond mining firm in Chiadzwa, are ZANU PF loyalists have also brought questions 

as to who the beneficiaries of the diamond proceeds are. Fears have risen that 

ZANU PF is bent on using diamond proceeds to finance its elections campaign and 

oil its terror machine. The same can also be said for the alluvial gold deposits dis-

covered in Sherwood Block, Kwekwe earlier this year, where ZANU PF bigwig, Em-

merson Mnangagwa is said to have taken over and is using this as a campaign 

tool where only those who produce ZANU PF membership tickets can be allowed to 

pan.  

The fact that 20% of the country‟s 2012 National Budget is expected to be fi-

nanced by diamond sales is reason enough for the importance of that proper dia-

mond tracking in order to avoid deficits. The predicament facing other diamond-

rich countries like Angola and the Democratic Republic of Congo, of poor citizens 

yet the countries possess vast natural resources, is avoidable for Zimbabwe if gov-

ernment puts in place stringent mechanisms that ensure that diamond revenue 

and; every other revenue the country gets, goes into the treasury so that it can 

finance key sectors including health, education, tourism, industry, agriculture, in-

frastructure development and in turn, the overall development of the country.   

Corruption and lack of accountability, fuelled by years of bad governance, have led 

to primitive accumulation of wealth by the political elites at the expense of the 

poor majority. Despite the availability of natural resources which could change the 

fortunes of the country, 70% of Zimbabweans live in abject poverty. . It is crucial 

that the government re-directs its efforts to ensure rule of law in the management 

of national resources. This will ensure that all Zimbabweans, including the grass-

roots communities, benefit. The poor in Zimbabwe should not only benefit equita-

bly from economic growth; they should have the opportunity to actively contribute 

to its generation. 
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BUPRA: Address Historical Educational Imbalances 

First 

By Zibusiso Dube 

 

THE government recently launched a countrywide campaign to introduce e-

learning in schools across the country. The project is reportedly a follow up to the 

schools computerisation programme of the past decade under which the president 

is reported to have  donated at least 10 computers to all secondary schools. While 

the e-learning project is a brilliant idea in light of the increase in use of internet 

and other information and communication technologies in the last couple of years, 

its success throughout the country is likely to be impeded by the skewed level of 

development in schools among the country‟s provinces. Also, the success of the 

project could be impeded by the high levels of poverty in the country, especially in 

the rural setting and the failure by the government to adequately address the ed-

ucational needs of vulnerable children  

While schools in the northern regions of Zimbabwe are well developed and have 

adequate infrastructure such as science and computer laboratories, suitable class-

rooms, sporting facilities, dormitories and favourable student to teacher ratios, 

schools in Matabeleland are the epitome of a failed education system. Years of 

marginalisation of the region, based on the antagonistic period of the early 1980s 

which was among other things characterised by the Gukurahundi massacres has 

meant that schools in the region are under-developed. In fact schools are basically 

non-existent in the region, especially in the rural areas, with children having to 

walk long distances to the nearest school and some opting to drop out of school 

altogether in favour of leading peasant lives, which has negatively impacted devel-

opment in the region. The few schools that are found in the region are in a state 

of disrepair, with shortages of science and laboratory labs, dilapidated buildings 

and inadequate sports infrastructure. Some schools in the region even make use 

of Blair-toilets as they do not have water closets, not to mention the shortages of 

skilled teachers, furniture and other essentials. 

How then are schools in the Matabeleland region expected to find any benefit in 

the e-learning programme that the government has announced? It seems then 

that the programme is an example of a sterling project that is however of no use 

to the intended beneficiaries because the implementers have failed to adequately 

assess the needs on the ground. While the e-learning project may be useful in ar-
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eas that have well developed and well equipped schools such as Mashonaland, it will 

be of no use in the downtrodden Matabeleland region. What is needed in Matabele-

land is the building of more schools and revamping of old schools that are falling 

apart. Matabeleland needs computer and science laboratories, maths and science 

teachers and adequate sporting facilities. Yes, the region needs e-learning too, but 

this would be impractical until these other needs are met. 

It is pertinent to also note that most of the computers that were donated by the 

president during the country wide computerisation programme have become outdat-

ed and obsolete, not to mention that they were never enough to support schools that 

have student numbers of over one thousand. One major problem with the computer-

isation programme was that it did not put to account the fact that most schools did 

not, and still do not have computer technicians or computer studies teachers. Follow-

ing donations, the computers were not well looked after leading to most of them 

breaking down as a result of computer viruses and misuse. The e-learning pro-

gramme that the government has introduced will therefore be of no use as schools 

do not have the computers to run the software that the programme proposes to pro-

vide. In addition, how will school children who have never used computers be able to 

utilise e-learning methods? 

Another pertinent issue to raise in this discourse is that of vulnerable children within 

societies. What use will an e-learning initiative be to children who are failing to at-

tend school due to poverty. The government has failed to cater for the educational 

needs of orphans and poor children as shown by the low reach of the Basic Education 

Assistance Module (BEAM) which was designed to ensure that vulnerable and poor 

children get access to education. Statistics in Matabeleland for instance show that 

only about 50 percent of recorded vulnerable and orphaned children are getting as-

sistance from BEAM. This means that thousands of children could be failing to go to 

school because of poverty. Such children would definitely not benefit from the e-

learning programme that the government introduced recently. 

It is imperative then that the standards of education in Matabeleland should be im-

proved to match that of other regions in the country, before e-learning can be imple-

mented in an equitable manner. Undergoing the project right now will further skew 

education standards among the provinces. The northern provinces in the country will 

be able to utilise e-learning to improve education standards while Matabeleland will 

have no use for it as it is still battling with the basics that are needed in terms of ed-

ucation in the region. The contention here thus is that while e-learning is a noble 

idea that is relevant to the world as society moves deeper into the information age, 

the concept cannot be supported by backward education systems such as that which 

prevails in Matabeleland. There is thus a need for the government to address historic 
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imbalances in the quality of education offered by different provinces so that all chil-

dren in the country truly have access to quality education in an equitable manner.  

Similarly, the government should ensure that vulnerable and poor children have ac-

cess to quality education. After all, education is not a privilege, but a right that is en-

titled to all children regardless of race, tribe, economic status, religion or any other 

such delineations.  

Zibusiso Dube is the Information Manager at Bulawayo Progressive Resi-

dents Association (BPRA). He writes in his personal capacity. He can be con-

tacted on dubezibusiso@gmail.com  
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Youth Forum: In Solidarity with the Oppressed 

People of Swaziland 

Swaziland Democracy Campaign 

(SDC) Press Statement 

12 April 2012 

Mswati Regime goes Berserk! 
Joburg Protesters Experience  

Swazification! 

  

At lunchtime today, representatives of 
more than 20 organisations gathered 

outside of the Swaziland Consular Office 
in Braamfontein Johannesburg. They 

were there to deliver a stinging memo-
randum in support of all those who are 

campaigning for a democratic Swazi-
land. On this day, April 12th, 39 years 

ago, all semblance of democratic rule in 

Swaziland was abandoned in favour of 
rule by decree by the Swazi Royal Elite, 

who shamefully continue to this day. It 
is nothing short of a crime against hu-

manity that the Royal Elite squander 
the resources of the country on their 

billionaire lifestyles, while paying off a 
fake and chronically syco-

phantic  „government‟ and maintain a 
brutal and ill disciplined security cluster 

that is prepared to do their dirty work 
of crushing dissent. 

  

What the many protesters in Johannes-

burg experienced today was what the 

Swazi people experience whenever they 
want to exercise their democratic 

rights, in other words what is now 
known as Swazification, a brutal denial 

of basic human and civil rights. Before 
the peaceful protest in Johannesburg 

could start today, the Swazi consul had 
mobilised an aggressive and completely 

inappropriate array of police and securi-

ty personal to disrupt and prevent the 

protest. Coordinators were manhandled 
and insulted, and illegally prevented 

from moving in public areas. However, 
the protesters regrouped and conducted 

a lively and spirited protest nearby in 
full view of the public who hooted and 

gave their support. A memorandum was 
handed over through a guarded and 

locked gate, but a birthday present for 
King Mswati containing documentary 

evidence of the abuses that have been 
perpetuated by the regime was reject-

ed. The birthday present also contained 
an amount of R8 (approx 1$US) which 

is what 73% of Swazis are forced to live 

on, while the King spends over R1.4 bil-
lion on his birthday celebration later this 

month.  Also included was a birthday 
card with a clear message: “Abdicate! 

For a peoples government Now!" 

  

Meanwhile as the memorandum was be-
ing handed over in Johannesburg, 

(copies of which are being made availa-
ble following this release), democracy 

activists in Swaziland were feeling the 
full force of the security cluster that 

ruthlessly protects royal privilege in 
Mbabane. More than 10 respected and 

seasoned trade union leaders and de-

mocracy activists were detained, mis-
handled, bullied and insulted. More re-

cently, four senior trade union leaders 
have been forcibly bundled into a mili-

tary vehicle and taken at great speed to 
an unknown venue. We fear for their 

safety and well-being.  It was under 
similar circumstances that Trade Union 

Comrade Sipho Jele died in custody two 
years ago. A well respected commenta-
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tor on events in Mbabane wrote to-

day :   

  

“The police, army and other security 
forces are running around the streets 

like wild dogs being let off a leash. They 

push and bully anyone who gets in their 
way. Old people, informal traders, 
school students are being manhandled 
as if they were international terrorists! 
If they find a protester all hell is let 
loose. They are rude, crude and clearly 
feel able to do whatever they wish to 
protect their benign benefactor. Swazi-
land today is ruled by a King who has 
lost his grip on reality, who is backed by 
an increasingly insecure security appa-
ratus, that once believed itself unassail-
able. But both are driven by a fear that 
the inevitable is coming, and they know 
that they cannot stop it. Control of Swa-
ziland is slipping away from them. In 
fact, by their actions today they have 
shown how fragile their rule is. They are 
the authors of their own downfall, and 
so be it. That they will be held in con-
tempt by future generations in a demo-
cratic Swaziland is inevitable, and 
should, we hope cause some of them to 
think carefully about their actions in be-
tween baton charges’’ 

  

On today’s evidence alone, this is a re-
gime that is rotten to the core. Any pre-
tence that it might have started to ac-

cept the need to de-

mocratise, or to engage in a ‘social dia-
logue’ are shallow lies aimed at appeas-
ing the IMF or governments in the re-
gion.    In June, the ILO Congress in Ge-
neva will revisit the special paragraph 
on Swaziland. On the evidence that has 
been gathered over the last few days, 
not only should the special paragraph 
be renewed, but further actions should 
be initiated against the regime, which 
has effectively ‘banned’ a lawful trade 
union federation, and abused it leaders 
and the people they represent. 

  

The struggle continues. Despite the 
roadblocks, and fishing raids to arrest 
and detain known democracy activists, 
there is a palpable change taking place 
in Swaziland. The people are no longer 
intimidated. They will not be stopped 
from expressing their democratic spirit, 
they have a democratic Swaziland in 
their sights. Nothing will ever be the 
same again. As a young activist said to-
day, paraphrasing Humpty Dumpty, ‘Not 
even all the Kings horses and all the 
Kings men can put tinkhudla back to-
gether’. 

  

Long live the SUDF Long live! 

Long live TUCOSWA Long Live! 

Support the Democratic Struggle of the 
Swazi People! 
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Demand a Peoples Government Now! 

  

For more information contact: 

  

Stephen Faulkner:   +27 82 817 5455, steve.faulkner@samwu.org.za 

Philani Ndebele:   +27 76 942 3565, philani@asc.org.za 

 
--  

Youth Forum Information and Publicity Department 
+263 773 014693, +263 773 850862 

+_263 773 022104 
+263 4-772720 

youthforumpublicity@gmail.com 
www.youthforumzim.org 

Promoting Informed Participation of Youths in National Development. 
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